willing that Kansas should be admitted as a free state/ but local pride prevented such a declaration. It is easy to purcoivo now that if this had been promptly done the slavery question would have been settled for many years. But that opportunity wiis permitted to pass unused. The people, both north and south, were thoroughly aroused. No compromise was possible. Tlie contest could only bo settled by tbo force of .superior numbers. That was tho logic of the iNebraska bill, which was U.M appeal to tho people of both sod-iouw, already grc.aUy oxtvUod, to struggle for, and, if necessary, to light for (he possession of a hirgo and beautiful territory. Jt forced the
conflict in the most dangerous form.
On tbo one side wore tho border rullians of Missouri, horo-after described, backed by the gonoral .sentiment of tho south, and actively supported by tho administration and by loud-ing Democrats- who had hold high positions in tho public service. On the other side Avcro a largo number of free .sl;uto men in the western states, who looked forward to tho oprm-ing of Nebraska and Kansas as a new liehl of ontorprisn. Thoy were quite ready to light for their opinions jtgmiiHl. slavery. They wore supported by a general feeling of rosonl.-meiit in tho north, caused by tho repeal of tho Missouri Compromise.
Long before the inootingof Congress tbo actual struggle for tho possession of Kansas commenced. Allot1 tho passage of the Kansas bill wo had reports in tho newspapers of gross frauds at pretended elections of rival legislatures, of murder and othor crimes, in short, of actual civil war in Kansas ; but the accounts wore contradictory. It Avas plainly tho first duty of C'ongros.4 to ascertain tho exact condition of affairs in that territory. This could not be done until a speaker was elected.
On tho 24th day of January, 1850, President Pierce scut to the House of Representatives, still unorganised, a nmssugo upon tho condition of affairs in Kansas. A question WHS mado whether a message from the President could bo rocoivod boforo
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